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INITIAL POLREP
DATE: 07/01/92

FROM: WILLIAM (IMES, OSC, EERB, RESPONSE SECTION III, UBEPA

-

TO: T. JOHNSON, USEPFA, OSWER, (EPA5511) FAX 202-260-9155
B. BOWDEN, USEFA, EERB, (EPAS838) FAX 312-353-9176
T. GRISHECKER, USEPA, EERB (EPA9538) FAX 312-353-9176
M. O'MARA, USEFA, ES5, (EPAS538) FAX 312-383-9176
D. O'RIORDiN, OPA (EPA9538) PAX 312-353-1155
C. PHIPPES. IDEM, INDIANAPOLIS, IN (US MAIL)
U.5. COAST GUARD DISTRICT 9, PAX 216-522-3261
U.8, COAST GUARD DISTRICT 2, FaX 314-539-2649
U.§., FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE (INDIANA) FAX 812~-334-4273
G. KOLETTIH, GARY AIR & LAND POLLUTION CONTROL FAX 219-881-1397
L. GATEWOO), GARY REGIONAL AIRPORT FAX 219-949-0573
N. 2ELICK, USCG, GOVERNORS ISLAND, NY FAX 212-6658-7215

SUBJECT: INDUSTRIAL HIGNWAY OIL SPILL, GARY, LAKE COUNTY, IN
POLREP: POLRE? 1

RESPONSE AUTHORITY: OPA
NPL STATUS: NONeNPL
START DATE: 06/23/92

1. BITUATION:

ON JUNE 23, 1992, THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY (U.8. EPA), AND ITS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM (TAT)
CONTRACTOR RESPONDED TO A RFPORT BY GARY AIR & LAND POLLUTION
CONTROL (GALPC) OF AN OIL SPILL 4ALONG A DITCH BAYK BORDERING
THE GARY REGIONAL AIRPORT (GRA, ALONG INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY IN
GARY, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA. AN OIL SHEEN WAS OBSERVED ON THE
WATERWAY (DITCH) SURFACE AND A THICK OIL LAYER WAS NOTICED
ALONG THI DITCH BANKS. THE WATERWAY LEADS DOWNSTREAM AND
EVENTUALLY DISCHARGES TO THE GRAND CALUMET RIVER JUST SOUTH OF
THE AIRPCRT., TAT COLLECTED TWO SAMPLES OF THE OIL PHASE FROM
THE DITCi WATERWAY AND PLACED A CONTAINMENT BOOM ON THE
WATERWAY TO PREVENT FURTHER MIGRATION OF THE OIL DOWNSTREAM.
THE SAMPIES WERE ANALYZED FOR PCBS8 AND OIL AND GREASE. CRA
AND GALPZ OFFICIALS ALSO ASSISTED WITH RESPONSE EFFORTS.
INITIAL RESPONSE EFFORTS TO LOCATE THE SPILL WERE UNSUCCESSFUL
AND WORK AAS SUSPENDED UNTIL THE SAMPLE RESULTS WERE RECEIVED,
THE U.85. EPA NOTIFIED THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG) TO
ACTIVATE THE OIL POLLUTION ACT (OPA) FUND TO CONDUCT A CLEAN-
UP OF THE SPILL.

2. ACTION TZKEN:
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ON JUNE 29, 1993, THE U.$. EFA MET WITH TAT AND THE OPA CLEAN~
UP CONTRACTOR, CLEAN HARBORS ENVIRONMENTAL S8ERVICES, TO
DISCUSS FROPOSED CLEAN-UP ..CTIVITIES AT THE BSITE, TAT
UTILIZED A METAL DETECTOR TO ATTENPT TO LOCATE POTENTIAL
BURIED LINES AND CULVERTS UNDER A GRA SERVICE ROAD WHICH MAY
CONTAIN OIL AND LEAD INTO THE DITCH WATERWAY AND TO LOCATE THE
EXTHENT AN) BOURCE OF THEE SPILL. AT 0830 HOURS ON JUNE 30,
SITE CLEAN-UP WAS INITIATED. THE RESPONSE TEAM OF U.S. EPA,
TAT, GRA, GALPC, AND THE OPA CLEANUP CONTRACTOR HELD AN
ORGANIZAT.:ONAL KEETING AND VISUALLY INSPECTED THE SHORELINE OF
THE DITCH AND NOTICED OIL SHEEN ON THE WATER AND THE BANKS,

NO APPARENT SPILL BOURCE WAS FOUND, BUT VISUAL EVIDENCE
INDICATED THE OIL MAY HAVE NIGRATED UNDERGROUND FROM A NEARBY
U.8., EPA SUPERFUND BITE. THE U.S. EPA ON~-SCENE COORDINATOR
(O8C) REQUESTED THE OPA CLEANUP CONTRACTOR TO RESPOND
IMMEDIATELY TO THE SPILL. A RESPONSE UNIT BEGAN TO PLACE
ABSORBENT BOOMS AND PADS ON THE WATERWAY AND USING A BKID-
MOUNTED VACUUM SUCKER TO COLLECT OIL FROM THE WATER SURFACE.
A TRACKHO? EXCAVATOR WAS USED TO CLEAR AWAY OIL-CONTAMINATED
80IL AND JEBRIS FROM ALONG THE DITCH BANKS., SO0OIL AND DEBRIS
WAS PLACE) ON A PLASTIC LINER NEAR THE WORK AREA USING A DUMP
TRUCK. THE OSC CEASED RESPONSE EFFORTS FOR THE DAY AT 1630

HOURS.
FUTURE ACTIONS:
= CONTINUE TO BKIM/COLLECT OIL FROM THE WATERWAY SBURFACE.

EXCAVATI OIL-CONTAMINATED SOIL AND DEBRIS ALONG THE BANKS OF
THE WATERWAY AND STAGE ONTO PLASTIC-LINED SOIL PILE.

CONTAIN ALL OIL ON WATERWAY USING SORBENT BOOMS AND PADS TO
PREVENT FURTHER MIGRATION.,

SAMPLE AND ARRANGE DISPOSAL FOR OIL~CONTAMINATED SOIL AND
DEBRIS.

CONDUCT PFURTHER INVESTIGATION FOR IDENTIFICATION AND
MITIGATION OF THE SPILL SOURCE.

ESTINATEL COST8 . .
CEILING EST.COSTS EST. AMOUNT REMAINING

OP2. CLEAMNUP $45,000.00 $ 3,500.00 $41,3500.00
CONTRACTOR

NOTE: PRCJECT COSTS8 WILL BE UPDATED ONCE FINAL CONTRACTOR
BILLING HAS BEEN RECEIVED.




